Under existing law, the San Francisco Bay Restoration Authority Act has authority to levy a benefit assessment, special tax, or property-related fee consistent with the requirements of Articles XIII C and XIII D of the California Constitution, which in turn require voter approval for special taxes and certain other assessments.  This law would make clear that such elections shall be governed by the procedures established for special district measures and would require that the ballot designation and ballot materials for such a measure shall be the same in all jurisdictions in which the measure appears on the ballot. 
Section 1. An Act to amend Title 7.25 (commencing with Section 66700) of the Government Code and Chapter 2 of Division 13 (commencing with Section 13100) of the Elections Code, relating to the San Francisco Bay Restoration Authority.  

Government Code section 66704.4 is added to read: 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, an action that is authorized by section 66704 and that requires voter approval may be submitted to the voters through an initiative petition or board resolution.  Any such initiative or resolution shall be governed by the provisions in the Elections Code for district elections (commencing with section 9300 of the Elections Code) except that:


(a) legal counsel for the Authority, not county counsel, shall prepare the impartial analysis required by Section 9313 of the Elections Code, subject to review and revision by the county counsel of the county that contains the largest number of registered voters among the counties in which the election is being held.

(b) any such election shall be consolidated with the next regularly scheduled statewide election and the board shall file with every county in which the measure shall appear on the ballot a resolution requesting consolidation as required by Elections Code section 10403. 


(c) the ballot materials describing the measure, including any translations of those materials in languages the jurisdiction normally provides to voters, shall be the same in every county in which the measure shall appear on the ballot.  If two or more counties translate ballot materials into the same language, the counties shall utilize the translation prepared by the county that contains the largest number of registered voters among the counties in which the election is being held.

(d) If any voter files a petition for writ of mandate or an injunction pursuant to Section 9380 of the Elections Code, venue for such proceeding shall be exclusively in the county that contains the largest number of registered voters among the counties in which the election is being held.

Elections Code section 13116 is amended to read (additions in italics): 
(a) In an election at which state, county, city, or other local measures are submitted to a vote of the voters, all state measures shall be numbered in numerical order, as provided in this

chapter or division. All county, city, or other local measures shall be designated by a letter, instead of a figure, printed on the left margin of the square containing the description of the measure, commencing with the letter "A" and continuing in alphabetical order, one letter for each of these measures appearing on the ballot.

(b) An elections official may commence designating local measures with any letter of the alphabet following the letter "A," and continuing in alphabetical order, in order to avoid voter confusion that might result from different local measures carrying the same letter designation in successive elections.

(c) Where two or more counties or cities submitting measures to the voters are in close proximity, the elections officials of those counties or cities may mutually agree to use letter designation for ballot measures that will not conflict or confuse the voter.
(d) Any measure or measures submitted to a vote of the voters pursuant to Government Code section 66704.5 shall commence with the letter designation “A”, and continuing in alphabetical order, in every county in which the measure or measures appear on the ballot and shall appear before county, city or other local measures.  
Section 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution because a local agency or school district has the authority to levy service charges, fees, or assessments sufficient to pay for the program or level of service mandated by this act, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the Government Code.

